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December 20, 2021
Dear Friends,
This year started out like the Charles Dickens classic, “A Christmas Story," with what
appeared like a bleak 2021, uncertainty and a “bah humbug” feeling. By the end of the
story, the character Tiny Tim shows us how to think of others before ourselves, when he
says, “God Bless Us, Everyone!"
Here in Wood County our lives have followed this story. As I look back on the past year,
our citizens, our businesses, our civic/charitable groups, Wood County employees and our
elected officials have all rallied, come together and lived their daily lives in the spirit of Tiny
Tim’s words. Thank you all for your efforts and your community spirit this past year! There
have been fundraisers, parades, food drives, blood drives, toy drives, business aid grants,
spontaneous decorating and beautification efforts, rescues during “snowmageddon” and
many, many other efforts to help one another in this beautiful part of Texas that we call
home.
As you ready your homes and your hearts for this holiday season, remember the reason
for the season and when you are out and about for that last minute shopping, don’t forget
to shop local. After this past year, our local businesses need our support and they would
sure appreciate it!
This is truly a community with many shared goals where everyone celebrates being
together, goodness, and community and for that I say, thank you, Wood County! Merry
Christmas, Happy New Year and God bless us everyone!
Judge Lucy
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Judge Lucy speaks often at Wreaths Across America events such as this one at the cemetery at Holly
Lake Ranch last year.

Wreaths Across America
Wreaths Across America day was Saturday, December 18, this year. This is a nation-wide
effort “to Remember, Honor and Teach”. By the placing of wreaths on graves of Veterans
at thousands of cemeteries across the US, the mission of this nonprofit group is to
Remember the fallen, Honor those who serve and their families, and to Teach future
generations about the sacrifices made to preserve our freedoms. To learn how you can
help (not just now, but all during the year), go to www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.
This year wreaths were placed at the Holly Tree Cemetery at Holly Lake Ranch and at the
City of Hawkins Cemetery. Judge Lucy spoke at both ceremonies prior to many volunteers
laying wreaths. Click the link HERE to read the remarks at the services. The photos here
are from last year’s moving ceremonies.

'Tis the Season for Giving
Volunteering is a way of life in our abundant country. People in the US are in the top ranks
of those countries who give the most, and Wood County is no exception. Volunteers are a
tremendous resource for these nonprofit groups. Without volunteers, many nonprofits
would not be able to conduct programs, raise funds, or serve clients. Wood County is
blessed to have so many different ways to serve the community and for you to serve. Over
the years many of us have contributed and continue to support these community efforts
and you can, too.
READ MORE

Helping With Victims’ Rights
On November 29, 2021, the Wood County Commissioners Court approved a resolution in
compliance with new Senate Bill 476, which was recently signed into law by Governor
Abbott. The resolution has established a new Wood County adult sexual assault response
team (SART) to help victims of sexual assault.
The new law requires that each county (or groups of counties) set up teams and outlines
the duties and responsibilities of these teams in an effort to require a multi-disciplinary
approach with all parties involved in the process. Already prosecutors, law enforcement
officers, sexual assault programs and others responding to victims of sexual assault are
individually responsible in working with sexual assault victims, but the new law will require
that all the parties work more closely together to reduce trauma, maximize resources and

ensure compliance with crime victims’ rights. Wood County has complied with the new
mandate and will be ensuring that the future requirements for reporting and other statistics
are provided to the appropriate entities.

APET and the SNAP Program
Animal Preservation of Texas – SPCA, or “APET” is a local nonprofit created years ago by
a group of animal lovers who saw a need to help Wood County animals. The goal: to give
abandoned, neglected and stray animals the medical attention they needed and a chance
at a forever home. Judge Lucy has volunteered with them for many years and like others,
her family adopted many wonderful pets from them.
READ MORE

I-20 Corridor Study Speeding Towards
Addressing Transportation Issues
Here in our county and throughout Texas, TxDOT is working to deliver safe, reliable
transportation. It is currently undertaking the I-20 Texas Corridor Study, surveying citizens,
government and other stakeholders in an effort to study multimodal needs and to prioritize
improvements that facilitate the movement of people and goods from east to west Texas.
As our Northeast Texas area grows, the study will provide valuable information for TxDOT
in establishing and addressing future transportation issues that each of our counties will
face.
The survey will help identify improvements to the I-20 corridor which stretches from the I10 junction in Reeves County to the Texas/Louisiana state line (635 miles). Local
government officials, including Wood County officials, are providing input. For more info,
go to the website, www.txdot.gov.

“When I started counting my blessings, my whole life turned
around."
Willie Nelson

Tabitha Johnson, East Texas Food Bank Mobile Pantry Specialist, speaks to the Quitman Rotary Club
about the December Wood County food distribution event.

East Texas Food Bank Comes to Wood County
During this season of giving, teaming up with the East Texas Food Bank is a wonderful
new way to serve Wood County communities. While the county is fortunate to have
several food pantries serving our local cities, the addition of this wonderful partnership will
benefit many Wood County residents. Representatives from ETFB first contacted Judge
Lucy in the fall to inquire about food needs in Wood County, and with the help of Quitman
ISD, local law enforcement, Rotary Club-Quitman volunteers and others, the monthly food
distributions began in December.
Dennis Cullinane, CEO of the East Texas Food Bank, notes: “We are so excited to partner
with Wood County and to offer a special holiday distribution in December as well as
produce distributions in the future."
Monthly distributions will be held on the third Wednesday of each month, from 10 a.m. –
12 p.m. (while supplies last). Distributions will take place at the Bud Moody Stadium in
Quitman. Those in need should enter on the west side from Cliff Street. There are no
eligibility requirements, paperwork or ID requirements. Volunteers are needed to help with
food distributions. Any individuals, families, or groups wanting to help with future
distributions can visit www.easttexasfoodbank.org or go to http://vhub.at/quitman to sign
up or get more information. Thank you East Texas Food Bank!

Holiday Schedule
The Wood County Courthouse and
all county offices are closed during
the following days to spend time

with family and friends, and hope
that you will be also:
December 23 (Thursday)
December 24 (Friday)
December 27 (Monday)
December 31 (Friday)
After the holidays, we will be open
starting Monday, January 3, 2022
for regular business hours.
Happy New Year!

AROUND THE COUNTY
• Rebirth of Mineola's Historic
Beckham Hotel
• A Visit to Mineola Wisener
Airport
• Find Fun Things To Do in
Winnsboro
• Visit Governor Jim Hogg
City Park in Quitman
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